ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN

Document No. 75*
[Juan de Texeda2 to the Grown, Havana, August 24, 1590]

(P. 0                                     +

Sire . . .

Enemies are numerous off this coast. Although the galleys are at
sea they have not encountered them. Seeing that they take the food
supplies xvhich come to us from outside and that our reputation
suffers somewhat from their keeping us corralled, four vessels have
been made ready (p. 2) to go out after them and to clean the coast...

... Havana, August 24, 1590.

Juan de Texeda (Rubric).

Document No.
[Juan de Texeda to the Crown, Havana, September 5,

(P. i)                                 t
Sire
This coast has been so over-run with corsairs, sailing in pairs and
in quartets, that not a vessel left this port that it was not immediately
captured. In view of this situation the generals of the fleets and
armada which Your Majesty has here, and I also, agreed to make
ready four ships which were lying here using up provisions to no
profit, and to send them out to clean the coast. They went and found
nothing because the season is far advanced and the enemy had
disembogued ... (p. 2) ...
The galleys on patrol duty here have had little effect, yet they are
1 A. de /., 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127. i pliego, original, duplicated.
2 Gampmaster, knight of Santiago, for His Majesty governor and captain general
at Havana. Cf. Wright, op, cit., n, p. 142 et seq.
8 A, de /., 54-2-5, Santo Domingo 127. i pliego, original.